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MINUTES 10/16/2023 

 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS § 
COUNTY OF BRAZORIA § 
CITY OF MANVEL § 

 
LARRY AKERY, COUNCIL PLACE 1 
DAVID LANDS, COUNCIL PLACE 2 
HARRY OPLIGER, COUNCIL PLACE 3 
ED PERRY, COUNCIL PLACE 4 
CRYSTAL SARMIENTO, COUNCIL PLACE 5 
JEROME HUDSON, COUNCIL PLACE 6 

 
 
 
 
 

DAN DAVIS, MAYOR 
DAN JOHNSON, INTERIM CITY MANAGER 

TAMMY BELL, CITY SECRETARY 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: “The City of Manvel will continue to be a unique, vibrant, growth-managed community that will meet the needs 
of its citizens through the efforts of local government and civic-minded individuals by promoting well-planned development, cost- 
effective professional management, and competent and responsive municipal services.” 

 
 

Workshop Session -5:00 p.m. 

Mayor Davis called the workshop of the Manvel City Council to order at 5:00 p.m.  

Those in attendance were: 

Present: Mayor Dan Davis 

City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery 

City Councilmember Place 3 Harry Opliger  

City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry 

City Councilmember Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

Absent: City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands 

City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome Hudson 

Also Present: Dan Johnson, City Manager 

Robert Gervais, City Attorney 

Tammy Bell, City Secretary 

Keith Traylor, Chief of Police 

Rosa Donaire, Finance Manager 

Jessica Rodriguez, Director of Development Services 

Robbie Hall, Public Works Director 

Chad Dumont, HR Manager 

Brooke Cyphers, Public Information Officer 

 

Executive Session 

City Council will convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code, Sec. 

551.074. "Personnel Matters - to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, and duties 

of a public officer or employee". 

 City Manager Employment Agreement 

 

 Mayor Davis recessed the meeting into executive session at 5:04 p.m. 

Mayor Davis reconvened the meeting of the City Council at 6:17 p.m. 

There was no action taken during the executive session. 
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Workshop Session 

Discussion on Water Reclamation Facility (WRF). 

 
Discussion on any subject listed on the agenda dated October 16, 2023.  

 

No discussion was had on workshop items. 

 

Regular Session - 6:00 p.m. 

Call To Order 

Mayor Davis called the meeting of the Manvel City Council to order at 6:17 p.m.  

Those in attendance were: 

Present: Mayor Dan Davis 

City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery  

City Councilmember Place 3 Harry Opliger  

City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry 

City Councilmember Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

Absent: City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands 

City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome Hudson 

Also Present: Dan Johnson, City Manager 

Robert Gervais, City Attorney 

Tammy Bell, City Secretary 

Keith Traylor, Chief of Police 

Rosa Donaire, Finance Manager 

Jessica Rodriguez, Director of Development Services 

Robbie Hall, Public Works Director 

Chad Dumont, HR Manager 

Brooke Cyphers, Public Information Officer 

Invocation 

Brandon Kennard 

 

Inspirational Reading - Councilmember Lands  

 

Pledge 

 

Presentations 

H-E-B Leadership Recognition 

Brandon Knauth, Area Community Coordinator 

H-E-B Grand Opening October 25th. First in the area to feature award winning True Texas BBQ. 

Proclamation 

Chamber of Commerce Week October 16, 2023 - October 20, 2023 

Cary Perrin, Alvin-Manvel Area Chamber of Commerce and a representative from the Brazoria 

County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce were in attendance to receive the proclamation. 

 

Public Comments: "Comment Card" Required 

Abby Sarmiento, Manvel Jr High student - addressed concern over lack of sidewalks in Manvel along 

Highway 6 
 

City Manager Update 

Dan Johnson, City Manager - 

Update on 288 project. Confirmed north bound lane will remain open in front of Del Bello/Toyota 

dealership. Also confirmed that the entrance to Del Bello will never be blocked. 

Elevated storage tank project being advertised with a mandatory pre-bid conference coming up. 

MEDC considering paying half the costs for grease traps at Billy Dano's and Elevate Nutrition. 

SMDA moving forward in talks about bond issuance. 

Joint Council and PD&Z meeting upcoming to discuss zoning ordinance changes. 
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Consent Agenda 

1. Acceptance of the meeting minutes to date. 

 
2. Consideration and possible action to approve acceptance of infrastructure improvements for 

Valencia Section 1 to begin the Two-Year Maintenance Period. 

 
Mayor Davis made the motion to approve. Councilmember Opliger seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 
Items Removed from Consent Agenda  

None 

 

Regular Agenda 

1. Consideration and possible action to appoint Daniel S. Johnson as City Manager, approve an 

Agreement of Employment, and authorize the Mayor to execute said agreement. 

 

Grouped with item 2. 

 

2. Consideration and possible action to set the amount of the surety bond for the City Manager 

Position as required by Article V Sec. 5.02 (d) in the City Charter. 

 
Mayor Davis made the motion to table. Councilmember Ed Perry seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 

3. Consideration and possible action to approve Ordinance 2023-O-39; 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2023-O-32 AMENDING THE CITY 

FISCAL YEAR 2024 BUDGET ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2024, BY AMENDING THE 

GENERAL FUND BUDGET AND CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND BUDGET TO ACCOUNT 

FOR THE REALIGNMENT OF THE CLARK ROAD BRIDGE. DIRECTING THE BUDGET 

OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET 

WITH THE CITY SECRETARY AND WITH THE OFFICE OF THE BRAZORIA COUNTY 

CLERK AND PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND 

AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

 

Realignment of Clark/Jordan bridge. $410,000 is being requested. 

 

Grouped with number 4. 
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4. Consideration and possible action to approve Resolution 2023-R-27 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS, 

APPROVING AN "ADVANCE FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR LOCALLY FUNDED 

PROJECT OFF-SYSTEM" WITH TXDOT FOR THE REALIGNMENT OF CLARK ROAD 

ON BOTH SIDES OF THE CLARK ROAD BRIDGE AT BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY 

CANAL, WITH LOCAL SHARE FOR THIS PORTION OF THE PROJECT IN THE 

APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF $410,000.00, AS SHOWN IN ATTACHED EXHIBIT A. 

 

Agreement that is in conjunction with item 3. 

 
Councilmember Opliger made the motion to approve agenda item 3 and 4. Councilmember 

Sarmiento seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 
5. Consideration and possible action to approve an Interlocal Agreement between Brazoria County 

and the City of Manvel for assistance with labor and equipment for repairing the following roads; 

Wilson - From Hwy 6 to Lewis Lane 

Dogwood - From McCoy to Masters (FM1128) 

Tankersley - From McCoy to Masters (FM1128) 

Charlotte - From McCoy to Masters (FM1128) 

 

Councilmember Sarmiento asks about the other roads. Dan Johnson says they are in the works 

and the list of roads will be provided soon as well as a possible timeline. Asks Council if they 

would be interested in looking into putting a thin overlay on Iowa Ln. 

 
Councilmember Sarmiento made the motion to approve. Councilmember Opliger seconded the 

motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 
 

6. Consideration and possible action on the appointments of the Business Advisory Task Force 

positions #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, and two alternates with a term to expire in October 2025. 

 

Mayor Davis clarifies that he does not wish to be an alternate, that he was just testing the 

application process out. 

 

The following introduced themselves to Council: 

Richard Drake, applicant. Owns the mansion on Magnolia Pkwy. Renters Warehouse owner. 

Thag Adhikari, applicant. IT industry. 
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Mayor Davis made the motion to appoint Thag Adhikari, Paresh Motiwala, Jason Black, Becky 

Whatley, and Richard Drake to positions 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5; and Venkataratnam Ramachandran 

and Jason Hoelscher to the alternate positions. Councilmember Sarmiento seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City 

Councilmember Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, 

City Councilmember Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent: City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 

Jerome Hudson 

Abstained:    None 

 

7. Consideration and possible action to appoint Jacob Dubois to the Animal Advisory Board 

Position #4 with a term to expire March 2024. 

 
Councilmember Opilger made the motion to appoint Jacob Dubois to the Animal Advisory 

Board Position #4. Councilmember Perry seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 

8. Consideration and possible action to approve the second and final reading of Ordinance 2023-O- 

37; 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 35 “LICENSES AND SPECIAL BUSINESS 

REGULATIONS” BY AMENDING ARTICLE X “MOBILE FOOD VENDORS” TO REVISE 

THE REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO MOBILE FOOD UNITS (MFUs); 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 35 “LICENSES AND SPECIAL BUSINESS 

REGULATIONS” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS, 

BY AMENDING ARTICLE X “MOBILE FOOD VENDORS” TO REVISE THE 

REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO MOBILE FOOD UNITS (MFUs); REPEALING 

PROVISIONS IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A PENALTY IN AN AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $2,000.00 PER DAY FOR EACH DAY OF VIOLATION OF ANY 

PROVISION HEREOF; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

 
Dan Johnson highlighted the changes. Shared that they are working on integrating the 2021 

TFER as we are still on 2015. 

Mayor Davis asks that staff looks into making sure sales tax is being captured within the city 

with MFUs. Asks that since this is tied to special events, how would that work for an ice cream 

truck. 

Jessica Rodriguez confirms that ice cream trucks are not allowed. 

Council would like this changed and Chief Traylor is on board to make that happen. 

 
Mayor Davis made the motion to amend section 35-314 of the ordinance to include item 7: Ice 

Cream Trucks. Councilmember Sarmiento seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 
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Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 

Councilmember Sarmiento made the motion to approve Ordinance 2023-O-37 as amended. 

Councilmember Perry seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 
9. Consideration and possible action to approve the second and final reading of Ordinance 2023-O- 

38; 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 35 “LICENSES AND SPECIAL BUSINESS 

REGULATIONS” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS, 

BY AMENDING ARTICLE XII “SPECIAL EVENTS” PERTAINING TO THE 

REGULATION OF SPECIAL EVENTS WITHIN THE CITY; REPEALING PROVISIONS IN 

CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A PENALTY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

$2,000.00 PER DAY FOR EACH DAY OF VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION HEREOF; 

AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

 

Jessica Rodriguez overviews the changes. 

 

Mayor Davis - this is a step in the right direction, but wants to see some further changes after the 

holidays. Did not see anything in the current ordinance for small, nonrecurring events. Also 

would like to see something addressing private events on private property. Mayor feels that the 

10-page application is intimidating and has received feedback on this from people in the 

community. 

 
Councilmember Sarmiento made the motion to approve. Councilmember Opliger seconded the 

motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 

10. Consideration and possible action to direct staff on engaging with the school district to add a 

pedestrian walking area from the High School to Weekley's Shaved Ice. 

 

Dan Johnson, has talked with AISD about this. Working on securing a meeting date with AISD 

to discuss this. 

Chief Traylor is hesitant on putting a crosswalk here. 

Councilmember Sarmiento shared that she spoke with TXDOT representatives in Austin and was 

told there are grant opportunities available for this. 

 

No action taken. 
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11. Consideration and possible action to approve Resolution 2023-R-28 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS BY THE SOUTH MANVEL 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ON BEHALF OF REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER 

THREE, CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS; AND MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS RELATING 

THERETO. 

 

Joe Morrow, Hilltop Securities - provided an overview to council. Shares that it will be capped at 

20 million. 

 
Mayor Davis made the motion to approve. Councilmember Opliger seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember 

Place 3 Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember 

Place 5 Crystal Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent:   City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome 

Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 

Mayor and Council Comments 

Mayor Davis wants to add a discussion item to the next agenda to share what he, other councilmembers, 

and Tammy Bell, City Secretary, learned at the Annual TML Conference. 

 

Adjourn 

Mayor Davis made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 p.m. Councilmember Sarmiento 

seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with a vote: 5/0 

Yes: Mayor Dan Davis, City Councilmember Place 1 Larry Akery, City Councilmember Place 3 

Harry Opliger, City Councilmember Place 4 Ed Perry, City Councilmember Place 5 Crystal 

Sarmiento 

No: None 

Absent: City Councilmember Place 2 David Lands, City Councilmember Place 6 Jerome Hudson 

Abstained: None 

 

 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

 

 
TAMMY BELL, CITY SECRETARY 
CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS 

 

 
DAN DAVIS, MAYOR 
CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS 
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MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
TOPIC: Final acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Manvel Town Center Kirby 
Drive Extension and release the associated maintenance bond.  

 
BACKGROUND: City Staff has conducted a final acceptance walk-through for Manvel 
Town Center Kirby Drive Extension on October 24, 2023, to conclude the maintenance 
period which began on June 14, 2022. All punch list items have been addressed. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council accept the 
infrastructure improvements for this project and release the associated maintenance 
bonds. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 
FUNDING ISSUES  
 
_X_ Not applicable 
___ Not budgeted 
___ Full amount already budgeted 
___ Funds to be transferred from Acct.# 

 
 

 
SUBMITTING STAFF MEMBER 

Jessica Rodriguez 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL _______ 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL _______ 
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MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
TOPIC: Final acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Del Bello Lakes Section 7 
and release the associated maintenance bond.  
 
BACKGROUND: City Staff has conducted a final acceptance walk-through for Del 
Bello Lakes Section 7 on October 25, 2023, to conclude the maintenance period which 
began on September 7, 2021. All punch list items have been addressed. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council accept the 
infrastructure improvements for this project and release the associated maintenance 
bonds. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 
FUNDING ISSUES  
 
_X_ Not applicable 
___ Not budgeted 
___ Full amount already budgeted 
___ Funds to be transferred from Acct.# 

 
 

 
SUBMITTING STAFF MEMBER 

Jessica Rodriguez 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL _______ 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL _______ 
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MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
TOPIC: Final acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Cedar Creek Lane and 
release the associated maintenance bond.  

 
BACKGROUND: City Staff has conducted a final acceptance walk-through for Cedar 
Creek Lane on October 25, 2023, to conclude the maintenance period which began on 
September 7, 2021. All punch list items have been addressed. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council accept the 
infrastructure improvements for this project and release the associated maintenance 
bonds. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 
FUNDING ISSUES  
 
_X_ Not applicable 
___ Not budgeted 
___ Full amount already budgeted 
___ Funds to be transferred from Acct.# 

 
 

 
SUBMITTING STAFF MEMBER 

Jessica Rodriguez 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL _______ 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL _______ 
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MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
TOPIC: Final acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Del Bello Boulevard Phase 
II and release the associated maintenance bond.  

 
BACKGROUND: City Staff has conducted a final acceptance walk-through for Del 
Bello Boulevard Phase II on October 31, 2023, to conclude the maintenance period 
which began on September 7, 2021. All punch list items have been addressed. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council accept the 
infrastructure improvements for this project and release the associated maintenance 
bonds. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 
FUNDING ISSUES  
 
_X_ Not applicable 
___ Not budgeted 
___ Full amount already budgeted 
___ Funds to be transferred from Acct.# 

 
 

 
SUBMITTING STAFF MEMBER 

Jessica Rodriguez 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL _______ 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL _______ 
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MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
TOPIC: Acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Orchard Park Lane Phase 1 to 
begin the Two-Year Maintenance Period.  

 
BACKGROUND: City Staff has approved the final walk through on this project for the 
civil site work. The applicant has submitted the Two-Year Maintenance Bond with the 
City Secretary’s Office and the As-Built Construction Plans have been submitted to 
Development Services Department. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council accept the 
infrastructure improvements for this project to begin the Two-Year Maintenance Period. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 
FUNDING ISSUES  
 
_X_ Not applicable 
___ Not budgeted 
___ Full amount already budgeted 
___ Funds to be transferred from Acct.# 

 
 

 
SUBMITTING STAFF MEMBER 

Jessica Rodriguez 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL _______ 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL _______ 
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MEETING DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
TOPIC: Acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Valencia Section 5 to begin the 
Two-Year Maintenance Period.  

 
BACKGROUND: City Staff has approved the final walk through on this project for the 
civil site work. The applicant has submitted the Two-Year Maintenance Bond with the 
City Secretary’s Office and the As-Built Construction Plans have been submitted to 
Development Services Department. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends City Council accept the 
infrastructure improvements for this project to begin the Two-Year Maintenance Period. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 
 
FUNDING ISSUES  
 
_X_ Not applicable 
___ Not budgeted 
___ Full amount already budgeted 
___ Funds to be transferred from Acct.# 

 
 

 
SUBMITTING STAFF MEMBER 

Jessica Rodriguez 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL _______ 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL _______ 

 
 



    MANVEL  CITY  COUNCIL
DATA SHEET

                                                              

MEETING DATE: November 6, 2023

TOPIC  
Cloud Storage Server for Mobile and Body Camera Systems

BACKGROUND
The Police Department has repeatedly ran out of storage for the Mobile and Body 
Worn video systems that have to be stored and maintained.  The city’s IT 
department has added as much storage as the current server will hold. The 
solution is to go to a cloud-based storage solution which is offered through 
Motorola Solutions who we purchase the video systems through. The cloud-
based storage system will alleviate the issues we currently have with the storage 
and maintenance of these videos. This item was presented and approved for the 
24yr-fiscal budget.  

RECOMMENDATION The staff recommends approval.

ATTACHMENTS Quote from Motorola Solutions

FUNDING ISSUES

___ Not applicable
___ Not budgeted
_XX Full amount already budgeted
___ Funds to be transferred from Acct.#

SUBMITTING STAFF MEMBER
Keith Traylor

FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL  _______

CITY MANAGER APPROVAL _______
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RESOLUTION NO. 2023-R-29 

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS AUTHORIZING 

AND APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE CITIES SERVED BY 

CENTERPOINT GAS (CITIES) FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROTECTING 

THE INTEREST OF THE CITY AND ITS CITIZENS WITH RESPECT 

TO CENTERPOINT MATTERS; FURTHER SUSPENDING THE 

DECEMBER 4, 2023 EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE STATEMENT OF 

INTENT OF CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., D/B/A 

CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY 

TEXAS GAS TO CHANGE RATES IN THE TEXAS DIVISION; TO 

PERMIT THE CITY TIME TO STUDY THE REQUEST AND TO 

ESTABLISH REASONABLE RATES; FINDING THAT THE CITY’S 

REASONABLE RATE CASE EXPENSES SHALL BE REIMBURSED BY 

THE COMPANY; AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION WITH THE CITIES 

SERVED BY CENTERPOINT GAS; HIRING LEGAL AND 

CONSULTING SERVICES TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE COMPANY 

AND DIRECT ANY NECESSARY LITIGATION AND APPEALS; 

FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS 

PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW; 

REQUIRING NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE COMPANY 

AND LEGAL COUNSEL. 

WHEREAS, on or about October 30, 2023, CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a 

CenterPoint Energy Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas (CenterPoint or Company) filed 

with the City of Manvel (City) and the other affected Texas municipalities a Statement of Intent 

seeking to change rates within the Texas division to be effective December 4, 2023; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the City is a regulatory authority with an interest in the rates and charges of 

CenterPoint; and  

WHEREAS, the Cities Served by CenterPoint Gas (Cities) is a coalition of similarly 

situated cities served by CenterPoint that have joined together to efficiently and cost effectively 

review and respond to gas issues affecting rates charged in CenterPoint’s service area; and 

WHEREAS, the Cities Served by CenterPoint Gas (Cities) has hired outside 

consultants to review the Company’s filing, negotiate with the Company, make 

recommendations regarding reasonable rates and to direct any necessary administrative 

proceedings or court litigation associated with an appeal of city action; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Gas Utility Regulatory Act § 104.107 grants local regulatory authorities 

the right to suspend the effective date of proposed rate changes for ninety (90) days; and  
 

 WHEREAS, the City retains its rights as a city with original jurisdiction including the 

right to suspend the application; and   
 



 

 2 

 WHEREAS, the City’s consultants and attorneys recommend that the City suspend the 

application for further review. 

 

WHEREAS, CenterPoint has filed an application with the Railroad Commission that 

could become the docket into which appeals of city action on the CenterPoint filing are 

consolidated; 

 

WHEREAS, the Gas Utility Regulatory Act § 103.022 provides that costs incurred by 

Cities in ratemaking activities are to be reimbursed by the regulated utility. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF MANVE, TEXAS:  

 

SECTION 1.  That the findings and recitations set out in the preamble of this Resolution 

are found to be true and correct and are hereby adopted by the City Council and made a part 

hereof for all purposes.    
 

 SECTION 2.  That the December 4, 2023, effective date of the request to increase rates 

submitted by CenterPoint on or about October 30, 2023, be suspended for the maximum period 

allowed by law to permit adequate time to review the proposed changes and to establish 

reasonable rates.   
 

 SECTION 3.  That the City is a member of the Cities Served by CenterPoint Gas (Cities) 

municipalities in this proceeding and, subject to the right to terminate employment at any time, 

hereby authorizes the hiring of Jamie L. Mauldin of the law firm of Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle 

and Townsend, P.C. ,Karl J. Nalepa of the consulting firm of ReSolved Energy Consulting, 

L.L.C., and Lane Kollen of J. Kennedy & Associates, Inc., as well as any additional consultants 

deemed necessary, to review the Company’s filing, negotiate with the Company, make 

recommendations regarding reasonable rates and to direct any necessary administrative 

proceedings or court litigation associated with an appeal of city action.  
 

 SECTION 4.  That the City shall work with Cities in the review and evaluation of 

whether the proposed rates are appropriate, fair, just, and reasonable; and intervene as a 

necessary party in the Railroad Commission of Texas’ consideration of the CenterPoint rate 

filing as it affects the customers in the unincorporated areas of CenterPoint’s Texas Division.   
 

 SECTION 5.  That the City’s reasonable rate case expenses shall be reimbursed in full 

by CenterPoint.  
 

SECTION 6.  That it is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which 

this Resolution is passed is open to the public as required by law and the public notice of the 

time, place, and purpose of said meeting was given as required.  
 

 SECTION 7.  That a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Keith L. Wall, CenterPoint 

Energy, at P.O. Box 2628, Houston, Texas 77252-2628, and to Jamie L. Mauldin at Lloyd 

Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C., 816 Congress Avenue, Suite 1900, Austin, Texas 78701. 
 

 SECTION 8.  That this Resolution shall be and become effective from and after its 

adoption. 
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CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS 
 
             
      Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
City Secretary 
 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

       

CITY ATTORNEY 

 

  

I, ___________________, Secretary of the City Council of the City of ____________, Texas, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the City 

Council of the City of ______________, Texas, at its regular meeting held of the _____ day of 

_________, 2023, as the same appears in the records of this office.  

 

 

 IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I subscribe my name hereto officially under the 

corporate seal of the City of ______________ this ____ day of ___________, 2023. 

 

 

       

Secretary for the City Council 

of the City of _____________, Texas 
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MODEL STAFF REPORT REGARDING CENTERPOINT ENERGY 
RESOURCES CORP., D/B/A CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX AND 

CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS’S STATEMENT OF INTENT TO 
CHANGE RATES IN THE TEXAS DIVISION

ACTION MUST BE TAKEN TO SUSPEND THE EFFECTIVE DATE ON OR BEFORE 
DECEMBER 4, 2023

***
On October 30, 2023, CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a CenterPoint Energy 

Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas (CenterPoint or Company), filed a Statement of Intent 
seeking to change rates in the Texas Division.  In the filing, the Company asserts it is entitled to 
a $37.4 million increase in annual non-gas revenue or a 5.8% increase over current adjusted 
revenues, excluding gas costs. In addition to requesting a change in rates, the Company is 
proposing to consolidate the Houston, Texas Coast, South Texas and Beaumont/East Texas 
Divisions into a new single division, the Texas Division.

The law provides that a rate request made by a gas utility cannot become effective until at 
least 35 days following the filing of the application to change rates.  CenterPoint has proposed an 
effective date of December 4, 2023.  The law permits the City to suspend the rate change for 90 
days after the date the rate change would otherwise be effective.  If the City fails to take some 
action regarding the filing before the effective date, CenterPoint’s rate request is deemed 
administratively approved.

Purpose of Resolution:

The purpose of the Resolution is to authorize membership of the City into the Cities 
Served by CenterPoint Gas coalition, to extend the effective date of the Company’s proposed 
rate increase, and to give the City time to review the rate-filing package.  The resolution 
suspends the December 4, 2023 effective date of the Company’s request for the maximum period 
permitted by law to allow the City to evaluate the filing, determine whether the filing complies 
with law, and if lawful, to determine what further strategy to pursue, including settlement and 
ultimately to approve reasonable rates.  The Resolution must be passed before December 4, 
2023.

Explanation of “Be It Ordained” Paragraphs:

Section 1. This section incorporates the “whereas” provisions in preamble into the 
Resolution.

Section 2. The City is authorized to suspend the rate change for 90 days after the date 
that the rate change would otherwise be effective so long as the City has a legitimate purpose.  
Time to study and investigate the application is always a legitimate purpose.  Please note that the 
resolution refers to the suspension period as the “maximum period allowed by law” rather than 
ending by a specific date.  This is because the Company controls the effective date and can 
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extend its effective date and, therefore, extend the deadline for final city action to increase the 
time that the City retains jurisdiction (for example, if necessary to reach settlement on the case).  

If the effective date is not otherwise extended by the Company, the City must take final action on 
CenterPoint’s request to raise rates by December 4, 2023.

Section 3. This section confirms that the City has authorized formal membership into 
the Cities Served by CenterPoint Gas (Cities) and authorizes the hiring of outside attorneys and 
consultants to work on this matter.

Section 4. This section explains that, as a member of Cities, the City will work with 
the coalition to review the application to insure fair and just rates and authorizes intervention in 
the Railroad Commission proceeding.

Section 5. By law, the Company must reimburse the cities for their reasonable rate 
case expenses.  Legal counsel and consultants approved by Cities will present their invoices to 
Cities which will then seek reimbursement from CenterPoint.  The City will not incur liability for 
payment of rate case expenses by adopting a suspension resolution.

Section 6. This section merely recites that the resolution was passed at a meeting that 
was open to the public and that the consideration of the resolution was properly noticed.

Section 7. This section provides that both CenterPoint’s designated representative 
and counsel for Cities will be notified of the City’s action by sending a copy of the approved and 
signed resolution to certain designated individuals.

Section 8. This section identifies the effective date of the Resolution as the time it is 
adopted.

Recommendation

The City Staff recommends adoption of the resolution suspending the effective date of 
CenterPoint’s proposed rate increase.
































































	 Workshop Session -5:00 p.m.
	 Executive Session
	 City Council will convene into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code, Sec. 551.074. &quot;Personnel Matters - to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, and duties of a public officer or employee&quot;.City Manager Position

	 Workshop Session
	 Discussion on any subject listed on the agenda dated November 6, 2023.

	 Regular Session - 6:00 p.m.
	 Call To Order
	 Invocation
	 Inspirational Reading - Councilmember Opliger
	 Pledge
	 Presentations
	 ProclamationsMunicipal Court Week - November 6-10, 2023Veterans Day - November 11, 2023
	 Recognition of City of Manvel Veteran Council and Employees for Veterans DayLarry Akery, Councilmember - US NavyHarry Opliger, Councilmember - US ArmyEd Perry, Councilmember - US ArmyJerome Hudson, Councilmember - US ArmyJacob Bill, Police Department - US Air National GuardJustin Brown, Police Department - US ArmyGene Chesson, Police Department - US ArmyRyan Gunter, Police Department - US MarinesAnthony Meshel, Police Department - US NavyMary Denby, Public Works - US Coast GuardJohn Thomas, Public Works - US Army Chad Dumont, Human Resources - US Air ForceJD Fontenot, Fire Marshal&#39;s Office - US Navy

	 Public Comments: "Comment Card" Required
	 City Manager Update
	 Consent Agenda
	1. Acceptance of the meeting minutes to date.
	10-16-2023 Council Minutes

	2. Final acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Manvel Town Center Kirby Drive Extension and release the associated maintenance bond.
	A. MTC Kirby Dr Extension - City Council Warranty Release 11.06.23

	3. Final acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Del Bello Lakes Section 7 and release the associated maintenance bond.
	B. Del Bello Lakes Sec 7 - City Council Warranty Release 11.06.23

	4. Final acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Cedar Creek Lane and release the associated maintenance bond.
	C. Cedar Creek Lane - City Council Warranty Release 11.06.23

	5. Final acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Del Bello Boulevard Extension Phase II and release the associated maintenance bond.
	D. Del Bello Blvd Ext Ph II - City Council Warranty Release 11.06.23

	6. Acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Orchard Park Lane Phase 1 to begin the Two-Year Maintenance Period.
	E. Orchard Park Lane Phase 1 - City Council Infrastructure Acceptance 11.06.23

	7. Acceptance of infrastructure improvements for Valencia Section 5 to begin the Two-Year Maintenance Period.
	F. Valencia Section 5 - City Council Infrastructure Acceptance 11.06.23

	8. Authorize the expenditure for Cloud Storage for Mobile and Body Camera Systems in the Police Department as approved in the budget.
	Council Data Sheet_ Cloud Storage Motorola Solutions 11022023


	 Items Removed from Consent Agenda
	 Regular Agenda
	1. 2023-R-29 CenterPoint Rate Suspension 
	2023-R-29 City Suspension Resolution for CenterPoint
	15513 Staff Report Re Suspension Resolution

	2. 2023-R-30 Consent to MUD 29 to provide MUD 47 with WW services
	3. Waste Connections Franchise 
	2019-0601-Signed Solid Waste Contract_Waste Conn

	4. Brazoria County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
	BC Hispanic Chamber 

	5. Festival discussion
	6. Sign ordinance variance
	7. Consideration and possible action to direct staff on the City Manager position and Agreement of Employment.

	 Mayor and Council Comments
	 Adjourn
	 Executive Session

